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MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BULLETIN 



IX, 23 



Etude historique et critique de la Collection, avec 
80 reproductions en heliogravure. 

Numerous articles in the Gazette des Beaux 
Arts ; le Revue de I'Art ancien et moderne ; les 
Arts ; I'Art ; I'Arte, etc. 

In preparation : 

Rapport general sur I'Exposition fran5aise d'Art 
decoratif a Copenhagen, 1909. 

La Peinture franjaise des Primitifs. (The first 
two parts have already appeared.) 

M. Guiffrey, w^ho reached Boston in April, 
returned to Paris during May, and expects to be 
again at the Museum early in August, 



Nathaniel Thayer. 

THE following minute on the death of Nathaniel 
Thayer was adopted by the Trustees of the 
Museum at a meeting held May 1 I : 

" Nathaniel Thayer served as a member of this 
Board twenly-four years and as a member of its 
Finance Committee twenty-two years. At the 
time of his death he was the oldest Trustee in 
point of service except one. He was keenly in- 
terested in the welfare of the Museum, and showed 
a firm confidence in its present serviceableness and 
in the prospects of its future development. No 
one faced the future more courageously than he 
when it became necessary to spend a large part of 
the funds upon which the Museum depended for its 
maintenance to pay for the new building. He be- 
lieved that the public could be relied upon to furnish 
sufficient funds for the support of the Museum and 
the increase of its collections. To show his con- 
fidence, and to lead others by his own example to 
give freely to the Museum, he gave to the Classical 
Collection the very beautiful Greek head of the fourth 
century from Chios. He had previously from time 
to time made other desirable additions to the col- 
lections, and he had at all times contributed lib- 
erally to the funds of the Museum, especially to 
the Building and Maintenance Funds. 

" By his death this Board loses an invaluable 
associate, and the Museum a most effective sup- 
porter." 



Sixth Annual Meeting of the American 
Association of Museums 

AT the invitation of the museums of Boston and 
its neighborhood, extended at the fifth annual 
meeting of the American Association of Museums 
in Buffalo last year, the sixth annual meeting of the 
Association was held herefrom May 23 to May 25. 
About one hundred members had announced their 
intention of attending, and a large proportion of 
the number were present. The list included rep- 
resentatives of museums in Vermont, Massachusetts, 



Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey- 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Washington, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Louisiana and Canada. About one-fifth of the 
list represented museums of fine art, which number 
less than one-tenth of the museums of the country. 
Dr. F. J. V. Skiff, Director of the Field Museum 
at Chicago, President of the Association, occupied 
the chair at all the sessions. 

The convention opened at this Museum, where 
the delegates were welcomed by the Director. 
After the presentation of annual reports and the 
transaction of other business, several papers were 
read, the session closing with a discussion of the 
comparative value of label, gallery book and 
docent in the interpretation of museum objects 
to visitors. A luncheon in the Museum restaurant 
was followed by a trip by automobile to the Har- 
vard Medical Museum and the Arnold Arboretum, 
ending at the Public Library. An evening session 
at the Boston Society of Natural History was 
devoted to papers discussing various systems of 
recording objects acquired or considered for acqui- 
sition by museums. A general similarity between 
methods of permanent registration for acquisitions 
suggested that this topic might be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Association with a view to the 
development of a standard system. 

On Wednesday, May 24, Cambridge Day, 
after the election of officers for the coming year, 
the representatives of museums of fine art continued 
the morning session at the Fogg Museum, devoting 
the afternoon to visiting the museums of Harvard. 
The science delegates visited the museums in 
the morning and met in the afternoon for the 
reading of papers at the University Museum. Lun- 
cheon was served at the Harvard Union, where 
President Lowell received and addressed the mem- 
bers. At the evening session at the Boston Society 
of Natural History the delegates heard with much 
interest how certain museums had gained for them- 
selves the exceptional place they hold in the lives 
of the communities they serve. 

On Thursday, May 25, Salem Day, the Asso- 
ciation met in that city. After an inspection of the 
local museums, the members enjoyed a luncheon at 
the Peabody Museum. An afternoon session de- 
voted to the reading of papers took place in 
Academy Hall, and the Association adjourned at 
3 P. M. sine die. 

In response to invitations from museums at Lan- 
caster, Andover and Worcester, groups of the 
delegates spent the following day in these cities. 
The meeting of 1912 is to take place in New 
York. The officers for the ensuing year are : Presi- 
dent, Professor Edward S. Morse of the Peabody 
Museum of Salem and of this Museum; First 
Vice-President, Henry L. Ward of the Milwaukee 
Public Museum ; Second Vice-President, Benja- 
min Ives Oilman of this Museum ; Secretary, Paul 
M. Rea of the Charleston Museum ; Treasurer, 
Wm. P. Wilson of the Philadelphia Museums. 



